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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 WET I IN 01470 220249Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO SP-02 USIA-15 AID-05 NSC-05 
TRSE-00 SS-15 STR-04 OMB-01 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO FRB-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
LAB-04 SIL-01 L-03 H-02 PA-02 PRS-01 /097 W 

221925Z 057380/43 

R 210457Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3078 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 1470 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:ETRD, ECON, EFIN, NZ 

SUBJECT: IMPORTS EXCEED EXPORTS FOR MARCH 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE PRELIMINARY FIGURES JUST RELEASED 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS, THE VALUE OF EXPORTS 
DURING MARCH 1977 AMOUNTED TO $270.3 MILLION, WHILE 
THE VALUE OF IMPORTS TOTALLED $327.6 MILLION RESULTING 
IN AN EXCESS OF IMPORTS OVER EXPORTS OF $57.3 MILLION 
FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH. 

2. THE POSITION A YEAR EARLIER SHOWED EXPORTS FOR 
MARCH 1977 TOTALLED $224.6 MILLION AND IMPORTS 
AMOUNTED TO $375.9 MILLION, OR AN EXCESS OF IMPORTS 
OVER EXPORTS OF $151.3 MILLION. 

3. TOTAL EXPORTS FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDED MARCH 1977 
NOW STAND AT $2,247.5 MILLION WITH IMPORTS FOR THE 
SAME PERIOD TOTALLING $2,571.6 MILLION - AN EXCESS 

OF IMPORTS OVER EXPORTS OF $324.1 MILLION. FOR THE 
SAME PERIOD ENDED MARCH 1976 SHOWED EXPORTS OF $1,544.2 
MILLION AND IMPORTS OF $2,164 MILLION, AN EXCESS OF 
IMPORTS OVER EXPORTS OF $619.9 MILLION. 
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